
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER,
Mr. CLAY AND THE PRESIDENCY.

In the subjoined brief and simple paragraphs
ol a letter from this eminent Statesman which has
been shown us, there is, no doubt, enough to open
to us a view into the calmer recesses of that great
and sincere mind, as freely disclosed.because
without we know) the smallest idea of publicity.
to the trusted friend to whom he writes, and who
thinks this little extract is of a character to give
pleasure to the many of all parties who look upon
Mr. Clay as

Clarum et venerubile nomen,
Et mu'tum qui proluit civiiaii nostra:.

We must, to do justice, add that the letter itself
is one to a private person and man of business only,
and that the extract embraces all that he says about
politics, in reply to a few remarks on that subject,
introduced into a letter of business. The character
of these remarks is such as may be easily inferred
from the answering allusions. The closing one re¬
fers to the interest in the event, for his sake, which
his correspondent has expressed. The date is of
the 18th instant.

It is certainly pleasant to be permitted thus to
peep, as it were, into the unstudied confidence of
such a man, and lind all there so worthy of him, of
the great cause which he has invincibly upheld,
and so firmly fixed in that high feeling of duty
which has been the leading and constant idea of
Mr. Clay's public life.

Extract from the Letter of Mr. Clay.
" Like yourself, I am unable to ant cipate the results of

" either of the (wo great Conventions now nigh at hanJ ; ami
*. from ail I hear, it i* equally ditBcult at v\ ashtngton to form
44 a correct opinion. I learn that treat heat and excitement
44 exist among the member.-of Cougraw.

441 performed a reluctant duty in acquiescing in the sub-
44 mission of my name to the considera'ion of the Philadel-
44 ptia Convention. Whatever the i-sue may be, I have
44 thereby secured myself against all responsibility and ail just
4* reproaches, and I shall be content."

A LETTEK FKOM Mb. BE.NTON.

raoM nit xtw voxk evexixg post.

Mr. Bi.nto> the N t. w Test..In a lr;tter written o

Jcar ago, Mr. Benton expose*! tbe danger of the new test of
attachment to the exten«i'.»n of slavery, which was then just
l«ginning to be mentioned, but which has since lieen Mdly
and arror-iiitly imposed, not only in the cane oTcandidates for
o.*Sce ;n <he General Government, but in the case of delegates
to the National Convention of the Democratic party. The
language in which he spoke of this test does credit both to
his 81T.se of justice and to his foresight. He said : " The
Presidential election of 1848 is the crwi#, and if the new teat
can be made to govern that election, I shall consider the
danger consummated, and that there would so be an end,
not only of the Democratic party, but of parties louuded upon
principle, and tina'ly of the I n.on itself."
We give the entire letter, which u as perfectly applicable

to the state of thing i now existing as if it had been written
jes'.erdav :

MR. BENTON'S LETTER
Tu the Chulrmun of the Howard county Convention which

nominated him fur the Presidency,
St. Lovis, Mat 7, 1847.

Dear Sir : I take the first moment of leisure after my ar¬
rival at this place to answer your kind communication of the
idtb of January, and to let you know how much I was pained
at arcing the proceeding* ol the nvst respectable meeting of
waich you were chiirtaan. It was precisely to forestall and
prevent such manifestation* in my favor that I »j<oke to the
point of the next Presidency in my fpeech at Booriville, in the
summer of 1844 ; ai d all the sentuaen's which I then ex¬
pressed remain in full force now, strengthened and confirmed
cy all that has since happened. I then biought forward the
glaring fact that, in about fifty year* existence of this Fc Jeral
Government, the Democracy ol the North bad given but one
Presideiit to the Union, and that one but for a single term ;
aud this (of Ute) from a Southern opposition to Northern
men. Aud I then took it on myself to My that this course of
thmf would have to ba changed, otherwise there would be
an end to the Democratic pa'ty, or any other party founded
on political principles, and expressed my gratification thai Mr.
Polk's earl) arid v jlui.ury sell-denial had cleared the way for
a Northern Democratic candidate in 1818.

These were my sentiments in 184! i they are my senti¬
ments r.ow, and are not to be abandoned at the coming elec¬
tion, when I see a new scheme developed from the South for
the permanent exclusion of all Northern men from Southern
support of the Presidency. The firebrand resolutions intro¬
duced into the Senate t iwards the close of the session, and
Ihtir practicable application to Oregon, (by which we lost the
Oregon bill, and leave the people of that Territory a year
lunger without law or government,) ieveal this scheme and
present a new test on tbe slave question which no Northern
man can stand, and which, if adopted by tbe South, must
put an end to all future Democracy. Heretofore we, the
?laveholding ftites, have stood together on two points.de¬fence ant! compromise.the del-nce of property and insdtu-

' uons, and the compromise of the laws and oif the constitution;
and on these two point* the great majority of the North, of
both poiucal parties, hive been able to .laud with us.

But now a new position is to be taken.one on which no
Northern mnn can stand. Propigandism is now the doctrine
of a poiitica. sect "*bi h assumes to he the standard bearers of
a!) the slaveOoldmg Mtates ; and to plant a slavery by-law in
all tbe Territories of the United States.s*en the most remote
and hyperborean ; even Oregon it»elf, and against the will of
its inhabitants.become.* the design and attempt! The words
of tbe resolutions, and the speeches in iheir tavnr, and tbeir
practicable application of the Oiegon bill, all prove this; and
*h'»w that tbe new d'jetrir.e is intend»J t» be made a new po¬litical test, to be applied to all Presidential canddiUa in time
to come i and, like all new lests, intended to supersede all
former ones, and to constitute the sole criterion for tbe trial of
candidates. Now, every body must see that, if this new test
ahall be adopted by the »la\eholding States, there is an end to
all political support of Northern inen in these States ; that the
present organisation of jirties must be l»r>.kcn up, and a new

party formed, oounded by geographical lines, aud resting on
the sole principle of slavery propagandism. I am not pre¬
pared for such s state of parties, nor for the effect which it
would have upon the harmony and stability of our Federal
Union.

I see great dinger ia this new move, anJ feel the necessity
of mee ing it at once. In fact, we must rrxet it at ooce, or
not at all« lor it is pressed upon us now, and will conq'ier us
if we do not conquer it. The Presidential election ot 1H48
js tbe crisis, and, if the new test can be made to govern that
.lection, I shall oonsi ler the danger consummated; and that
there must »>on 1* an cr.d not on!v of tbe Democratic party,bat of parties Unit ded up >n principle, and eventually an end
of the l'f»i<>n itself. Insi'ad, tlen.of indulging a personal or
local feeling in favor of particular candidates, let us (the De¬
mocratic party) look to what the g «*J of the Union and of the
jarty requires, mu! wait to receive a candidate from that sec¬
tion of the Union which has given I ut one D -muriatic Presi¬
dent in near sixty years, and that one Uut for a single term,
aid which i« now threatene.l, so fir a» Southern voters are
concerned, with permanent exclusion from the Presidential
oSre.

This, my dear sir, is my plain an 1 settled answer to yourk tnl communication, and I wi*h you to iww it known to the
irwxhers of the meting r-f which you were chairman, amongwb'*n I see tbe names of many old friend*, and recognise the
voice of that powerful county which hi« stond by ir.e in everytrial, from ni> tirat Senatorial election in 1*20 to my fifth and
last in 1844, and to which I owe many thanks which it ia myir>t«nU"Q to ra'ite in person during 'tie course of the comingsumac.

Respectfully, sir, your friend and fellnw-citiien,
THOMAS H. BENTON.To Wai»». M. Jicitsn*, Howard county.

Visiters to the military academy.
The following are the n&mea of the gentlemeniovited to attend the examination of th{ Cadets ol

the Military Academy, to commence on Mondaytfie Stb of June :

1. Hon. William Preecott, of Maine.
5. Hon. Dutee .1. Pearce, of Rhode Island.
3. MajW Oen. J. McDaniels, of Vermont.
4. CdL Robert Hamilton, of New Jersey..V Dr. H» F. Askew, of Delaware.
G. Col. George W. Wilson, of Virginia.
7. Col. James Gadsden, of South Carolina.
8. Patterson C- Lander, of Kentucky.
#. Dr. J. G. M. Famesy, of Tennessee.

10. Profeawr W. C. Larabee, of Indiana.
11. Isaac W. Morris, Esq , of IlUnois.
i2 Gen. James Y«H, of Arkanaa#
13. Col. Alexande' H. Redfield, of ' Xichigs.n.
14. CoL A. W. Do-riphsn, of Mis.<ourj.
15. Dr. Ashbeli Sn>k.% of Texas.

SPEECH OF Mr. DAVIS,
of Massachusetts,

On the Proposed Occupation of Yucatan.
la Sekati, Mat 11, 1848.

Tiie Senate resumed, us in Committee of the whole, the
consult ration of the bill to enable the President of the United
Bute* to take temporary military occupation of Yucatan.

Mr. D.\V 18, of Massachusetts, said : In the few remarks
which I propose to make upon this subject, I shall not attempt to
confine tny»elf to the amendment, which alone is appropri¬
ately under discussion, or to discriminate between the amend¬
ment and the bill, but rather to the general question which is
presented for the consideration of the Senate. Some time
ago, s r, we were admonished that a message would l>e sent

in t>v the Executive, demanding our immediate attention.a
menage emergent in its character, relating to a matter, as was

generally uiiue.-stood in the Senate, which admitted of no de¬
lay. The nietcage came here, sir, accompanied by certain
documents ; and thereon a bill was repored, the title ofwhich
yon have just read ; a bill, sir, proposing to lake temporary
military occupation of the 3 ate of Yucatan, and proposing
not to i-oud our assistance, a* many supple, to a couutiy dis¬
tressed and demanding aid from our humanity to save the in¬
habitants trom extermination ; not to send them troops to
a*M*t in maintaining their jurisdiction over their territory, and
thus establishing their authority, but to take possession in our
own name, and maintain it in our own right, by establishing
a i;overnment of our own. It is not, therefore, a mere ques¬
tion of humanity, but one of appropriation to our own use,
and therefore involves considerations of very grave character,
and for one I am greatly obliged to the h inoraltle Senator from
South Carolina, who so promptly met this subject at the out¬
set, and warned the public of tu tmpoitance. It comes here,
sir, assuming, as a pretext, the claims of humanity. That
was the p'incipal ground upon which at first it was plated.
There has been information repeatedly demanded since upon
the subject, and we have, I believe, no less than three instal¬
ments of documents and messages now in print which have
been furnished by the Executive, which are now lying on iny
table, furnishing information relative to this subject; and, sir,
upon what bss s does the matter stand at this moment ' If 1
may be ptiinittt-d to express an opinion, with all due respect
to geiideinen »ho tukocontrary positions, 1 would say that all
grounJs of humanity are substantially abaudpneJ, and that we
are called on now to act upon a question of expediency. It
se- ras to me, sir, to have assumed thai shape and form, and
for one I am greatly obliged to the chairman of the Committee
on Foreign Halations foi his frankness. He did not, in the
course of his remarks, omit to urge our duty on the score of
humanity; still he chiefly discussed the higher and more im¬
portant bearing of the question.the expediency of acquiring
the territory for our own use. The chairman of the Com¬
mittee on Military Affairs, the distinguished Senator from
Michiian, who occupied our attention through the day yester¬
day, employed the greater poriioo of his time in laboring to
prove that it is nit only expedient but our duty to take pos¬
session, in some way or by some means, which he does not
very satisfactorily explain, of the whole coast of the Gulf of
Mexico ; and why is this necessary or expedient ' Because,
argueJ the gentleman, it is for the interest of this country so
to do. We have, he urged, a great commerce passing through
this gulf which may lie in'u'rupted by others if they possess
the adjacent country, and therefore we ought, for our own

security, to huld the whole coast. That is the argument, sir,
stripped of all plausiliili'y; this is the object to bo attained,
and we are to begin by making Yucatan our own. Without
at | resent dwelling longer upon this aspect of the ca*e, it is
enough for me here to say that the question has now become
a very important one. It has become one that demands the
gravest consideration of this Government, and may involve
consequences of a very alarming character.

First, then, sir, it is desirable to understand why it is that
the Yucatantss apply to us for aid and an armed force ; and
secondly, the terms upon which it is proposed that we shall
lend our aid and assi-tance. We are told, sir, that in Yuca-
tain there exists a cml war, and that one of the parties en¬
gaged in the contest applies to the United States for assist¬
ance. This party is represented to be the existing Govern¬
ment of Yucatan.a Govern mint that sends here the repre
sentation that she has no power to hold in subjection the op¬
position existing against it; and is incapable even of sup¬
porting itselfagainst that opposition ; and that the force arrayed
against it is so irresistible in its character that unless assistance
is extended to thein in order to drive it l>ack, it will eventually
overwhelm the Government, if it does not exterminate the
white race altogether. That is the substance of the lepiesen-
tation made on this subject. That, according to the stnti-
menl of the commissioner, i* the condition of the party which
applies to us for assistance. Sir, it is said to be a contest be¬
tween races.castes of men. I deny this, Mr. President. If
it be meant, when that assertion is made, that theie is an in¬
surrection in which the whole Indian or indigenous race of
Yucatan are arrayed onanist the white population, I affirm
that the contents of the documents upon our table justify no
such conclusion. On the contrary, one of the officere of our
own Government, Mr. McKenuey, ot the navy, in his des¬
patch points out the extent of this rebellion.the portion of
the country in which it has and does rage, and the number of
the population engaged in it. He estimates the number of
these Indians thus engaged, including all ages snd sexes, at
one hundred and twenty thousand. .Now, it appears, as an

indisputable fact, that the whole amount of this class of the
population of1 Yucatan is bet.veec five and six hundred thou¬
sand. The exact amount I am unable at present to determine
to my own satisfaction, but gentlemen all around me estimate
it to be greater. Of these five or six hundred thousand In¬
dians, then, only s >me one hundred and twenty thousand are

enraged in an insuriection or civil war. The remainder are

passive and obedient to all existing law. I deny then, sir,
that this is a war between the races waged generally in Yuca¬
tan. It embraces only an inconsiderable portion of the indi¬
genous cr Indian isce, and is not a general rising to extermi¬
nate the whites. The-e despatches emphatically confirm this
view. Tais same officer, (Mr. McKenney,) as well as others,
inform us that the mixed race, partly Spanish, partly Indian,
have their sympathies and feelings upon the question in dis¬
pute, which are decidedly with the Indians.

I might notice, sir, another fact sta'ed by one of our own
officers in his de«pstch that this war was not commenced with¬
out cause or provocation given to the Indians on the part of
those who appeal to us for aid. Sir, we have heard but one
Side of the question, slated in such terms and with such ag¬
gravations as sell-interest dictate*. Are these Indisns at war,
as has been suggested, lor the love of blood, or from a desire
to exterminate their white associates, or is it because they have
been wronged, and are now seeking redress by force of arms '

I need not enter hers upon the injustice thit has been done to
the race fiom time immemorial, but I may stste their recent
wrongs, I may say that it was through their aid and instru¬
mentality that eleven thr usaod of the Mexir in troops, under
the command of Santa Anna, in an invasion of the Mtate of
V urstan by the Mexican Government, were expelled from the
l>ordera of that province. Sir, they may be ferocious, but if
the evidence is reliable they are a brave snd tearless people.In consequence of ttje aid thus furnished them by the I.oliana
srainst their invaders, the Government of Yucatan promised Jthem to remit the capitation tax.an odious, oppressive exac¬
tion. Their (hen Governor, Mendex, who, by one of their
proriunciaruentos, su perseJed one Barbachano holding the
situation, refused to snide by the terms of his own agreement.
He gave orders to have the tax collected, though he had been
paid with blood foT tt.e remission ; a refusal followed, and the
consequence ws«, it Lieut. Herndon, of 'he navy states,
some of the Indians were butchered. That is the way, sir,
the war began.;n bad faith and cruel murder by Men-
dej and his part*. T e Government refused to fulfil their
solemn arrangement entered into with this humble but brave
people, refusi.-.g the privilege which they had purchased with
their blood, and the result is, what might be anticipated from
surh treachery, a civ:, war. That, sir, I understand to be the
present condition of these races.the origin of the war.
We find, sir, that the«e Yucatancse, who come here solicit¬

ing our assistance, are represented in the despatches not only
as th- weaker party, t>u' a« a pusillanimous miserable people,
utterly incapable of d«femltng or protecting themselves, proof
of which will lie found in ihe letter of Commodore Perry.
Lieut. Mssan, who ha> associated with them freely, callathem
a cowardly race, and another of our officers expresses it as
his opinion that they are incapable ot making any subatant'sl
defence against the resolu'e force arrayed against them. At
page 17 of the same despatch it is said that, after having
raited an army, and giving to it something like organic lorm,
a large portion of the « >I lier- deserted. This is the general
character of the party we a.-e invited to assist against sn In¬
dian force which the fea-a of this living |*ople have never

magnified beyond four ir>oaswid.
Sir, th^evidenre to *Wh I have adverted is derived from

our own officers ar.d the Yjcataneee Commissioner, and gen¬
tlemen can easily es'isfv themselves by resding the papers, if
I err in slfirmit'g that tins rs not a wsr of exterminstion be¬
tween races. The Indians had just cause for revolt in the
bad fsith of Mendex We have seen that this refusal to remit
the capitation tax led to bloodshed. The smbition of wily
leader* with their partisans, alike df void of good faith and
patriotism, converted the struggle into a party contest, hesded
by the former Governor on the one hsnd, and the man in
power on the other. An officer in the navt derlsres them to
be politicians engaged in partisan wsrfare, in which each as¬
sails the other with su<h force as he can command.
We learn from the same papers what the character of the

p»opie is whom we are called upon to subdue. Need I add
to what I have said that it i* through their gallantry and ser¬

vices, barbarians ss they are represented to be, that the army
of the Meiican States, when they waged war upon Yucatan,
were expelled from the country. I do not mean that this is
said in sn many words in these dnsfiatches, but it is an Irre-
sistiHe inference from the fscts therein staled, if we take in
connexion with them the incapacity of the whitea ta make re¬

sistance. Htr, what are the numbers of this class applying for
protectioncompeted with that of the Indian population * These
Indians not only ba»e streogth, fortitude, and ooorage, but

we are <ften assured by the evidence before us that their lum¬
bers gretly exceed those of the Spanish population. 'Ihey
consume the principal poition of the inhabitant* of that c<un-
try. Ve are asked, then, air, to interfere between these two

races, hith acknowledged citizen* of the State, to establish the
power tnd authority of those of Kpanuh descent, amounitig
to some 50,000, and to bring into subjection the aborijjina. in-
hahitnn* ad well as the mixed race, amounting to »<!ne
600,U0i. Mr. President, is the class of Indians referred to,
what tley are represented to be by the commissioner and in
this de>ate, savages > Do they deserve to lie placed atn»ng
the rao-.- of barbariana > It is a fact that, when the const lu-
tion of Yucatan was formed years ago, those people were id-
mitiedto all the rights of citizenship, and that they have tx-
erciscd these rights as fully and as unqualifiedly from that [e-
nod to the present as any other of the inhabitants of that Stats.
This fn-t is ttated in various places, upon the authority if
many inli iJuals, and among them the commissioner, he
inform* us that they were not only admitted to all the lighs
and pri.ileges of citizenship, but have held many offices ri
the Slate, und have tilled many political stations of honor anl
responsibility. I think, too, it must be within the recollectioi
of many gentlemen that une ot this race of Indians, I knov
not whetier a, Yucatunese, represented the Mexican Goverr-
ment in « diplomatic station here. By what right, then, d>
you call Ui - whole people a race of gauges } By what right
do you signalize them as uncivilized degraded savages'
The largor portion of them are probably in a comparatively dt-
graded condition ; but they have had the benefit of an inter
course wih civilized society for some three hundred years, ani
it is idle t) say that they have not profited by it. I do not un¬
derstand Hern to be a set of nomadic tribes, but, in the main
a people \-ho have fixed habitations, live by cultivation of th>
soil, or art collected in villages, towns, and cities, the sami
as other iinabitan'aof that country. I do not suppose this d»-
scrip'ion of their way of living is applicable to all, but it is U
a portion oi them, and a large one, too.
Now, si-, what are we asked to do ? Why, to take mil-

tary occupation of this country. The Senator from Alabana
explain* d and developed the meaning of this term a little n
the amendment which he offered. We are to take and ketp
possession of the country until the weaker portion of the peo¬
ple are capable of protecting themselves, or the Mexican G<v-
ernment id able to render them suitable protection. Now if
these one hundred and twenty thousand Indians, including
men, women, and children, are sufliiient to expel the Mexi¬
can people from the country, and to cause them to send a rep-
resenta'ive here to beg our assistance, how long, allowing we
take po^ession, shall we have to wait for this people to grow
sufficiently strong to tak« care of themselves > If these savage
people have expelled Mexican armies.one of five thousand,
and another of eleven thousand, at different times from the
country.how long shall we have to keep possession of Yuca¬
tan tefore Mexico herself would be able to afford the requisite
protection ' \\ hen, I ask, sir, in view of these circumstan¬
ces, is this temporary occupation to end ? Mr. President,
while we are piaying upon the word " temporary," d> we not
mean, in reality, a permanency, a continuous occupation of
the te ritory ' The facts and circumstances of the cato justify
up in this interpretation. Who is to decide upon tb' period
when they will be able to take care of themselves' This
question, in my opinion, is easily answered. The portion that
comes hsre lor aid do not mean to take care of thirnselves.
1 lie boon they chii fly desire, as every gentleman wil learn by
reading the despatches relating to this matter, is, n>t protec¬
tion against the Indian race so much as against th.* Mexican
.siatcs. I hey are most anxious to obtain at out hands the
a»5ist.ince requisite to repel aggression from the Ulited Mexi¬
can States, because of the rebclliou they have enteied into and
the course they have pursued, for which they will *, as they
fear, \isned with retributive venaeance by the remrining con¬
federated States. I'he United Mexicans will not m much pro¬
tect them as hold them accountable for tre8*onabli desertion t
and this is the last thing they desire, as I shall ston show by
ihcir attempts to frustrate the pending treaty. They want to
be protected against these States, instead of locking for pro¬
tection from them. And this is not a matter of inference from
the evidence, but one of direct avowal in the irost unequivo¬
cal language.

Now, Mr. President, I do not propoee !o dwoll on or rea¬
son upon these facts, for they speak a language plain, strong,
atid conclusive in its character, needing no aid from argu¬
ment. It is enough to state the plain hiatorv in its simplest
form, to show at once the issue which is raised. Me:ico is
chiefly feared, and the only remedy for this is, {lermantnt oc¬

cupation. We do not propose to lend aid to another Power,
but to lake possession, or, in one word, to annex. I am

greatly ob'iged to the Senator frond Michigan, who, I think,
in the elaborate argument which we listened to yererday,
devoted himself mainly to the question which is really to be
settled. It is in fact a question of annexation, and we are
to decide whether we will assume a peimanent, lastiii; juris¬
diction over ihe country, and take the responsibilit; which
will come With it. That is the real inquiry. Sir, ! cannot
avoid, in looking over these papers, in listening to tie argu-
nvnts of gentlemen and their concisions, with the Probable
consequences, calling to mind some of the histon of this
Government. It is a recent matter that Texas was introduced

e i «nd how came she to be united to us as an integral
part of this oion > And what have been the consequences'
1 lie facts surrounding that event were, in some respects, simi-;

10 'o'* now belore us, but in others dissimilar ; though
-hole, the question was much less pregnant with mis¬

chief than the <;ne we are now to decide. She had been se¬

parated by rebellion from the Mexican States. Not only was
she separate.], l ut her independence had been recognised bv
the L mted S ates and several European Governments, and
for herself, for several years she had maintained an indepen¬
dent jurisdiction o-er the territory which she had conquered.
A war, however, existed between her and the parent coantrv,
notwithstanding her assumed independence 5 and it was said,
that if wc should annex Texas we should also assume th'
war, because Mexico had never surrendered or abandoned her
right to subject 1 he rebellious State to her duty. That was
the reasoning adopted. And although the President w,.,
pleased to say in his first annual message, delivered in De¬
cember after his inauguration, that the annexation of Texas
was a bioodlrs* victory and a peaceful achievement, yet every¬
body knows and sees at this moment this country is involved
in a war, waiting our blood and treasure, produced by that an¬
nexation. I know there are politicians who sometimes stand
up.I do not know whether they believe it or not.and argue
that annexation did not bring war with it. But I give mv
friend, he Senator from the Htate of Texas, (Mr. Hor.ro*, )full credit f.i his frankness upon this subject. He told us, in
so many w,.r Is, the other dav, that it did biing war with it;
and that we were now en^'jed in hostilities with Mexico in
consequence of the act of annexation. Tne same opinion

cx''r""*' '¦ *}rt'e °f the distinguished members on the
other side of me chamber, in s debate which took place at the
last session.

'

Phis opinion has been thus openly avowed as a fact. And
if it were not, there are other facts sustaining that declaration
too clearly to have any doubt. I, there not, then, a resem¬
blance l>etween the state of affair* at the tune Texas applied
Ir'irffnTiTr?! Til v

L'ni0n* W"h ,h* B,a,e of «"*<" .w
K ' rehnon u» \ ..-catan.a reaembiance too identical to

escape observation Texas applied for admission when in a

^"rebeU on* \ CS|8,r °f M",CO' CmU"ed b* her
and rebellion. Now, I do not say that a slate of war exists
between \ ucatan and the State, of Mexico, but I do say that

L^'n'T 10 hr\rCMM ,b« Govern-
ment, and to onsider her^lf, in consequence of iha' act, to
be m n neutral powUoo toward, the Cnitlj *tt., aruJ £ J

' 'V, " "r: cour,° hM n<* marked by firm

sdTLe00e l° 1* more U.e re¬

fill tins .! ,n Kf.T M",co ,h*n of foni^
abhoilsh i ir^! t'ie comm''»cement of the war, I
slthough -ome diffietilucH etisted between Mexico sn.1 Vuea- !
tSan^a Vnn^'n^ hCF nrfk ,rwI *lve her adhe«on 1
»h- Ik-! eved CTw'.,,n,i ro nPer,,eJ W'|J> him, while
St..,

'»»ould follow hk arm. 8he daimed to U- *

ihr Uv t TW''. *n ,n"fr*' ^rt o( 'he confederacy, Wnt when I
he .lay 0f dtsast^r came.when defeat followed defeat.ar,)

""wnity, demanded the aid and so, -

L ' th/n U WM th,t Voci.an, aban.loni i? |
... .

*

>
under professed n-utrality. 7he

* 0CrUT* " ^niv 'c#l. ."«! »ir»rd- little pbofof attachment to principle or ^tnot.sm. The P,e«,len. in.
" 2h: 10 Ih« the relstion of Vucrt^

to He ott.er Mexican State., has hitherto prevented the Untedfr .m reco«n.s,ng her as an independent 8-ate. "hePf wleut manlfest.y OOMdcts Yucatan part of confe,ler ted
Aletic >, nvtwithrtanJing her professions of neutrslitv, j,
not in his opinion. One of the Senators on the chcrsuie of the chsmUrr, .'ate. that the only ground upon w,ch
£ep >;"**! intwfterence can be ju.«tifi»d, is, that a wareist,
i^ r.71,^7Ta>,,'[r Ulfd SUle*- "nd Yuc,Un W"- «n
nte,r*| part of tie Mexican States, we have a right to e,ter
t with an armed force, and to take possesion. Accordi,.
the argument, therefore, our rigot to interfere is derived r0mhe f.t ih.t Vocatan m now a Mexican Stale, and bel«.
U.,? 'nd n"ilh'r U *>t an indern- I

dent St,te. H« portion, therefore, is fer less favoraM. f.r
¦nneration thaathat of Texas when «be ap,,lied for admision
into our I nion. Texas was recg.l(IPtl by the United H»t.
¦.an inrlependefct Hi,i«|*forB ,he ..ke,l for anmxati<m ; ,.d

¦ n sought l't not o»»ly by her Government, but the wole
people requ-sted it. This was the posture of Texas

« "-l-riM-n. .nJ «. i. n, nmrnmrnl I
the people of Texas spprove.1 of the measure, wh.l.- on- .
lacti >n.a weak, contemptible minority of the people r,f ,,

fr^n;iWltVh: T1 ^7"'" ft"'nr'1 be,ieve »ct««'lvf.e.from tl.eir hands, demand it-not from regard to n«, hotfor
protection against their own f« low citizens. They ;,*k u tn

war upon their Mighbors m a civil contest ag.,n- he
ih' fpw-wh,", ,he JSStJnght which we hare to engage m auch a contr.»ersy, . ,r>oH.d on the (art that we are at war with Mexico.

rhey entreat us to do this, and aiwome the responsibitwWhich belongs to M, which will prove to be no'hing less t,n
¦ prolonratien of the wsr which we huve l*en exert,nB u,-elves to bring to an end. While, therefore, there is in imiT
important features a resemblance between Tens and Vac«n

i vet the posture of the former was such a<s to be comparatively
free from objection, when she ueked for annexation, nod yet it
produced a calamitous war which is not yet ended, nor is it
at all certain when it will be, a war that u wa-Ung the va¬

luable livea of our citizens, and loading us with an accumula¬
tion of debt which will oppress us tor many years. It is too
manifest to admit of doubt, that if under existing circum¬
stance* we enter Yucatan to settle domestic quaiiels, and for
the purpose of establishing our authority there, we shall be in
the greatest danger of interrupting the negotiations now going
on and of per|<etuating the war.

But I have thus lar followed out chiefly the views of those
who profess to be influenced by humanity 1 here are, how¬
ever, other reasons alleged for the adoption of this measure
which throw all considerations of humanity into the shade.
Indeed I cannot help thinking that humanity is already sub¬
stantially laid out of the question, and we »re meditating in

j its stead an ambitious aggressive policy. Humanity, I fear,
has become a mere pretext to cover other designs-
The denator from Michigan hardly condescended to notice

the argument of humauity, but placcd himselt on other, and,
in my opinion, more alarming and dangerous ground. « hat
did he undertake to establish in an elaborate speech asthedoc-
trine which ought to prevail in this country ' Why, that we
shall jH)s#ess ourselves of the whole coast along the (iull 01

Mexico. I do not know that he advised to diiect interference
by violence, but, if I did not misunderstand him altogether,
ho thought it wise and expedient that the policy ol this coun¬

try should be directed to that contingency with great earnest¬
ness. It may be very convenient for this couutry to possess
the Gulf of Mexico, and we may have the greater secuiity to
our borders as the re*ult« A desirable object, truly.

^

Bui it
is worthy of the consideration ot the Senate whether it is ex-
pedient to compromit the peace of this country and wade
through blood and desolation to' tho attainment of such an

object. Whether, in o word, it is desirable to provoke hoa-
tilities with countries capable of doing us much greater mis¬

chief than Mexico.
1 was not, Mr. President, quite able to seethe force or jus¬

tice in the reasoning adopted by the Senator from .Michigan.
He sketched at much length the geographical position of Mex¬
ico, olso of Cuba, and the breadth ot the channels leading into
and out of the Gulf, and enjoyed by the commerce and navi
gation of the world. He proceeded to extend his ideas, sir,
in proportion to the extent of his subject, shudowing forth
views of our glory, of our brilliant destiny, and of the neces¬

sity which existed in order to the continuance of that glory
and prosperity of taking possession of the gulf coast to make
room for the trade and population of this country. Did he go
far enough, sir ? If the honorable gentleman could acquire
all he oiniH to possess, embracing the coast of the entire Gulf
together with Cuba, would his object be accomplished > Would
commerce and navigation then be out of the reach of Lnglish
power > Look at the track of trade and you will find that the
West India and Bahama Islands are all in the way to your
primary ownership. There is as much and mote necessity lor
possessing them as for possessing either of the other points
alluded to. In one channel, the great highway of our trade,
lie the Bahamas, with every rneons of annoyance, good harbors
and abundant resources, and in the other, Janiacia, equally
potential, and as controlling from position as Malta is in the
Mediumanean. What will he do with another difficulty that
exists ' He proposes to possess himself of \ ucatan. \ ery
well, where is Belize, and who piksesses it ' I his colony lies
in the limits of Yucatan, and is possessed by the English, not
as maruders, as has been thrown out, but under lawiul title.
They have undoubted possession of that country, and that
possession is sanctioned by all the solemnities of a treaty of
ancient date. Who that lias been attentive to the history of
commerce and navigation does not know that the English have
had establishments i^pon the waters of the Bay of Honduras
for centuries > For a period of eighty years they held juris¬
diction over a considerable portion of the Mosquito coast. At
the time of the tieaty of 1783, which established the indepen¬
dence of this country, in the general settlement made, not only
between Gieat Britain and the United States, but between
Great Britotr, Spain, and France, a treaty was agreed upon
between Spain and Great Britain, in which a provision was
inserted authorizing England to occupy and enjoy forever this
country called Belize for the purpose of cutting logwood.
That right they have enjoyed until the present time. VV hen
my learned fiiend proposes to dispossess the \ ucatanese of
their country and to annex it to the I.ni'cd Spates, because
the safety of our trade demands it, I desire to know whether
he means to annex Belize, and if this is intended by the bill

Mr. WEslTCOTr.. The honorahl.? Senator from Massa¬
chusetts misunderstands that treaty if he suppon;* it grants to
Great Britain any of the sovereignty ot the country. It merely
grants her the right of cutting logwood.

Mr. DAVIS. I am under no misapprehension with regard
to that treaty. I stated that its term* were such as to authmize
the English to reside there and cut logwood.a grant of the
right of possession made to them forever without limitation.
They were authorized to build towns and occupy exclusively
this territory designated in the treaty ; but, while aulbotized
to do this, they were required to demolish all fortification*. I
know of nothing, however, in that treaty which forbid* their
maintaining a navy as large as they please, and anchoring it
in iue Belize, or otherwise using the waters for its conveni¬
ens*'. There is nothing in the treaty which restrains Great
Bri'ain from thus using the porta, or employing them for any
purposes of navigation. The Belize has the best haibors in the
whole country. If, then, we do not annex it, the Bahamas,
Jamaica, &c , have we got rid of Great Britain or any other
country that has p.wnesaioni in the Gulf or upon the highwsys
leading to it ? Have you warded ofT the dancers that the
honorable Senator apprehends > Sir, he will not have gained
an inch towards bis object. This treaty, to be sore, did not
^raiit the sovereignty of the Belize to the English, but it gave
them the privilege of maintaining their possessions there,
which ia just as go-id a grant, for all practical.purposes, as

the sovereignty itself, and any interference brings with it just
as serious consequences. I can see no difference whatever.
The Senator from Michigan d<ew a very flattering picture

of our future prosperity. He spoke of the person being now
alive that would behold in the valley of the Mississippi, as I
understood him, some one hundred millions of inhabttants,
with all the wealth, erandeur, and commercial activity that
would grow out of that vast indusUisI people This hs offer
ed as a reason why we should press forward by any mean*
that could juatify us, and under the declaration of Mr. Mon¬
roe, if wc can find no better authority, giving to it an inter¬
pretation which nobody hot ourselves can acquieace in, to
posseaa ourselves of this portion of the country, firat ti make
room for our growth, and, second, for fear of being inter¬

rupted in our trade and commerce by some other trading or

ambitious Power. I think the 8enator from Michigan has
mistaken the true design and popular s|«rit of this Govern¬
ment entirely. I speak of what it ought to be, sir, and with
reference to the elements of which itia composed. We are a

reMwnsible Government, ruling under the authority of the
people of the country. They appoint their own agents or

delegates to Congress, and invest whomsoever they think
proper with a practical exercise of the constitutional provi¬
sions for legislation. Now, sir, such a Government as th s,
whrein public opinion is supreme, demand* a state of peace.
\ sagacious, enlightened, comprehensive public mtnd can

alone be its only safe guide, as it is the soul of public liberty,
its breath, it* vitality, and this soul must be nursed in the lap
of peace. It is not a Government that is to flourish under
the old idea of the monarchical and despotic States of Europe,
that true fame consists in a long and brilliant history of milt-
tarv achievements. Tbey spread their principles, both po Uical
and religious, by the sword, literally living; and dying -y.r.
B it, sir, what is such propaganda worth W hatwill it
come to > We may, by unparalleled bravery and .kill, raw*

0t,r flag in foreign countriea, and, like the Romans, establish
what we call free governments, but all seed thus sown by
violence and bl.»odehed, will, I fear, fail to produce the peace-
ful froit* of puMic liberty.

I would ask, Mr. President, if it is not infinitely better to

rely for success upon the convictions of men, upon the dis-
* t, ination of just and equitable principles, upon the doctrines
of oeace, upon the practical fulfilment of the doctrines w equal
rights and equal privileges > The* are not the dortrir.es of
the bayonet, sir. You may carry the name of the republic to
South America, you may plant your standard entirely around
the Gulf of Mexico, you may hold through your great power
.KMseseioo of Yucatan, you may assert your authority to Cn-
bt and even as far as the West TntHta and Bahama Islands,
but what have you gained when you have done sll this ' If
you have not carried free principles there, and respect * d in

others those rights which we demand for ourseWes, of what
avail are all your eff.rts.all your achievements > None at

all. Oppression is not the less odiou* because it is done in
the name of a republic. Violation of righta is not the less pain¬
ful (0 endu-e because inflicted in the nams of a free people.
All this must be obvioua. And now, Mr. President, I ear-

needy desire the Senator to conaider what the peace of the last
thirty year* has done for us and for mankind } That |>eriod
of peace, sir, has done more f.»r the human race.more to ele¬
vate and improve the condition of man, than all the wars that
have raged from the daya of Alexander down to the present
time. I reflect with amazement upon the progress -v ir*e and
enlightened principles in a slate of peace, when I aee in a des¬
potism like that of Austria a mere v<»lition of public sentiment

crushing the overshadowing powers of a great and ancient dy-
nasty. This is the work of peace, sir i and does any one be¬
lieve that if war had been continued moral power could have
attained this ascendency ' This is what belongs to f ee insti-
tutions i to mind left to freedom of action \ to mind which find"
repose to dehberste. Every act of wrong done, sir, by us upon
. neighboring nation, brings ignominy not only opon us but up-
on our principles. We should stop, then, Mr. Presiden', and
consider what we do before we carry our bayonets into ^ uca¬
tan lor the purpose of uniting that country to this. Again,
we should consider, «ir, whether, if we administer our Gov¬
ernment in the spirit which belongs to our constitution and
fully demonstrate to mankind, whose friendewe profess to be,
the justice and equality it asserts « the privileges to the per¬
son and to property which it aecures \ its toleranee of opinion
on all sutycts ; the enterprise to which it gi"es birth, and the
unexampled prosperity which it securest whether all there
countries will not, from witnessing our example of modera¬
tion, justice, equality, and eecurry, drop into our arm*, seek-

ing of their own free will our friendship, association, and pro¬
tection * Sir, the time will como, if we no conduct our ill-
fairs, when they will eagerly embrace us, and desire to belong
to a family of State* where such principles find root and grow
to maturity. My word for it, air, this i» the way to conquer
nation*, and vastly more effective than the . h,t
has England done in the six hundred years she has .ield pos-
session of Ireland to harmonise and reconcile the peop.e Mas
she conquered and subdued their fiee spirit ? Hal she recon¬

ciled them to their condition ' la Ireland not hostile and re¬

bellious to her authority at this day » Does,ahe not remem¬
ber that she was subjugated by conquest, and feel the degra¬
dation now ' Will Poland forget, evtn if h" condition » or

should be improved, to feel that ahe ia the victim ot ambition
No sir, the sword ia the moot dangerous of all tiea of union ;the' disgrace belonging to defeat and subjugation is seldom

Mr. President, the Senator from Michigan i* endeavoring
to harmonize the ambitious love of conquest with tl.e gentle
spirit of a free Government, which aspires nat to the glory ol
arms, but to the elevation and improvement of our race. .[No¬
thing can be more incompatible with the genius of fiee insti¬
tutions than the interposition of military force. It lias at all
limes been the deadly enemy of popular liberty. I say, there¬
fore that every proposal to extend our territory or principles
by force is greatly to be deprecated. Whoever does it labors
under a great mistake, if, as the friend of public liberty, he
attempts to engraft upon u« the feudal notion, the ancient
idea, that power is to bfe obtained and principles propagated
by force of arms, by the shedding of blood. That idea, air,
does not belong to our institutions * it does not beiong to a

generous, but to a selfish spirit. It does not belong to free¬
dom of conscience, or to a philanthropy which auna to elevate
and improve mankind, and we ought to repudiate it. Oive
us peace, Mr. President, ao that men may puuse, reflect, and
examine into their rights, and consider the means by which
they are to be maintained, and the methods bv which the
grievous burdens which have been loaded upon them by wars

and by an unnatural social organization, may be mitigated or

totally removed. It has already been demonstrated, sir, that
all you'need to do, ia to let thehuman mind become acquaint¬
ed with its own condition and high destiny. W hat has al¬
ready taken place in many parts of Europe will be repeated
elsewhere. We beheld there but recently tbe arms fall from
the hands of the soldier, the sword from tho hands of the offi¬
cer, because the people have been wise enough to see where
their common prosperity lies ; and that the means by which to
secure it are not to be found in arms or the shedding of each
other'* bluoJ. Never waa there a greater mistake made than
when this country took that altitude. Gentlemen are congra¬
tulating thematlves on our increasing power and glory, the
result of the bravery of our citizena. Who, sir, ever doubted
the valor and courage of our citizens in a cause which de¬
mands patriotic sacrifice ' In such a cause it is not too much
to say that they are invincible. They are always strong when
they act from convictions of right; but whatever success may
attend us in prosecuting wars of conquest, the result will as

certainly ruin us as it did Rome.
Sir, there is another difficulty which seems to trouble the

minds of many gentlemen. England, say they, is ambitious;
England is strong and powerful; England is for clustering
together nations and establishing in them her power and her
principles. I shall do no more than justice to my own feel¬
ings when I say that I am often pained in reflecting upon
these considerations when I call to mind England a history.
I am not unmindful of her aggressions, and of the pretexts
by which she has often possessed herself of the territory of
others, nor of the manner in which she has demonstrated her
power when she has obtained possession. All this is too ob¬
vious to admit of any doubt or mistake. W hen she is about
to commit an aggression, what does she do ' She sets up
suriJe plausible pietext, claims ahe has been wronged some

way or other, and thus she justifies not only the infliction of
punithment, but conquests which she makes peipetual. She
begins just as we are preparing to begin with \ ucatan, by
helping the weaker party. Rome did that, sir, and it was a

favorite policy by which she overrun Asia, Africa, and tu-
rope. Who does not know that a very large portion of the
Roman Empire was annexed by this process' A party or

faction, incapable of protecting itself, sent to her lor assist¬
ance, offering, perhaps, the sovereignty as a consideration for
her aid. Of course the aid was given, and the severeignty
claimed as the reward, whether offered or not; and thus
kingdom after kingdom were brought into subjection to her
power. England has spread her empire in the east by pre-.
cisely the same process The Senator from Michigan perti¬
nency inquired when EngKiid puta her foot down in any
place does she voluntarily take it away ' I fear ahe has sel¬
dom if ever yielded territory which she thought to be useful
to herself. When Rome interfered to aid a weaker faction,
did ahe ever subsequently find a stale of things existing which
induced her to relinquish her misnamed protection ' Neter.
It remonstrance was made, what was the answer * It was,
that the condition of the people was improved, and Roman
institutions we'e better than their own, and remonstrance was
of no avail. And what ia the answer of England when te¬
rn matrance is made concerning such aggressions . Her re¬

ply is of -the same tenor. V\'e give you a better Government;
you have greater security to your persons ; ^larger liberty than
before ; what have you to complain of' I hat ia the course
of reasoning adopted, sir; and although it implies a Eolation
of every principle of liberty, and an ufter disregard of the
opinions and happiness of others ; yet, in ambitious minds,
it is a jostificati >n even of bloodshed. Are we not falling
gradually into this same proceea, and bringing odium both
upon our name and our principles ' W hen we wish to ad¬
vance our frontier a little, do we not find some plausible pre¬
text which we aet up as an argument wherewith to satisfy the
world ' Bat does it satisfy our own judgment ' If we were
to be placed in the condition of those we undertake to annex
to us, whether they will or not, would we be satisfied with
the same course.with a declaration that our condition would
be improved. Of this we prefer to be our own judgesWe do not desire to have even happiness thrust upon ua
against our will, nor do we admit that others have the tight to
decide questions for us and to compel our acquiescence. Sir,the great principle of safety every where is non-intervention.
The great and fundamental principle which lies at the very
root of public lilierty, is the right of a people to judge for
themselves and maintain such institutions as they please and
in the way they please, provided they do not interfere wrong¬
fully with others. They may appear abaurd to ua, but if theyfind happiness in maintaining tbain, no means of violence
employed to demonstrate such an error can be justified. It is
a privilege of the free to act from conviction, but to force
opinions or views of policy opon others is a violation of the
first principles of freedom. It is said, Mr. President, that
there ia danger if we do not take possession of \ uentan, that
another country will. Who ia to do it ' England it ia
said.ambitious England.and we are to seize it for fear she
will take posses-ion. Mr. President, let us proceed in such a
matter with deliberation, awl act upon evidence. Englandmight have done it long ago if ahe had desired it. There are,in the documents which are upon this table, however, some
statements which it is affirmed should be considered as con¬
clusive proofs of a purpose on the part of Great Britain to
indulge in this scheme of aggrandizement. I find in these
papers no proof whatever that the English Government, by any
aet, movement, or claim, have set op any pretension to '> u-
catan. These despatches warrant no such conclusion. Het
citizens at the Belize trade with all the castes and parties of
Yucatan when they como there fjf that purpose. The whole
proof of such interference in any fcrm, upon analysis, dwin¬
dles into suggestions or insinuations which furnish no suitable
evidence to influence our minds. Ia it not worth while to stopand consider our past history, before proceeding further in our
aggri asive career upon mere idle tumor > What did the Sen¬
ator from Texas tell you standing in his place the other day '

What was raid to ns a year ago by ger.tlem?n on the other
aide of the chamber ' It was this, that although it was boldlyasserted in messages aent to this body, and published officiallythrough the eountrv, that England would take jwaaeesion of
Texas if we omitted to do it; although it was ao often reiter-
atod, by authority and without authority, that the people be¬
gan to believe it, yet the Senator, who from his official station
eon Id not be otherwise than well informed upon the subject,pronounced in substance the whole affair to be a humbug, got
up to excite the public mind here, ami to foster the scheme of
annexation. I do not mean to assert that I use hia language
when I say it was a humbug, but I believe I do no injustice
to bis meaning. He ueed the gentler terms of diplomatic in¬
tercourse, which was got up, nodou t, for theexproes purposeof alarming the people, and of exciting their apprehension of
such an act on the part of England. This belief, he gave us
to understand, was encouraged, that it might give facility and
dispatch to the meditated annexation. My friend from Ma¬
ryland, (Mr. Jotissow,) among his reminiscences the other
day, teferred to a speech made by the Senator from Texas at
New Orleans, long since, wherein.a« it waa represented.the Senator aaserted that all these rumors about tbe designs of
the English upon Texaa were mere coquetry played off opon
the United States. This'precise declaration the Senator from
Texas diaclaimed. But, in making the disclaimer, he ueed
language quite aa significant, proving that the whole matter
waa utterly without foundation. Thoee, therefore, who
plumed themeelvcsonthe discovery, that the despatch of Lord
Aberdeen diaclaiming all interference, was a diplomatic hum-
bog, were themselves humbugged.
When we listen to these idle stories and insinuation cm-

tained in the despatches, which the coinmiasioner does not date
to call facts, ia it not worth while to place them in juxtaposi¬
tion with the fact, that he is anxioua for the annexation of
that State to thia Union ? I<est these insinoationa and sug¬
gestions shohId not he heeded ; lent thiskind of argument should
not have sufficient force, and act with sufficient dispatch, the
Government of Yucatan, then falling to pieaea under the as-
aaulta of Barhachino, and also of the Indiana, came forward
with a direct and unequivocal offer of the sovereignty of that
country, not only to tbe Untied States, but also »o England
and Spain, if they, ot any of tbem, would interfere and give
them the aid and protection which thia minority of the peopledeemed eaeential to their safrty. In other words, a sinking
party offer their coontry for aale. The coneeqoencea-whieh
such a proposition may involve, if we treat it aa an offer to
us, and expect the whole reward, will more fully appear if we

trace the matter a step further. We are officially informedthat Spain is already ou the ground with three ships of war,and lias furniahed a quantity of arms and ammunition to thesepeople pursuant to their request. What will she expect in
return ' Doea ahe demand the sovereignty } She haa com-plied with the request made to her, and her good offices and
ucU of interference have been very acceptable to theae people.But yeaterday (.1 apeak it on the authority of tbe Senator fromMichigan, who seuioa to have credited it) there waa a rumor
that no leva than four coropaniea ot British troofw have.beenmarched to aid thete Yucatanese. Now, air, aup|K>ae we send a
body of men there. Spain, England, and the United States
will be there ; and the sovereignty of the country is promisedto each Power that renders aid. How will the question of
a >vereignty he settled, as each Power cannot have a fultilmentof the promise Mr. Preiident, if my apprehenaiona are cor¬
rect ; if such a supposed state of things should come to pass ;if all these Powers should meet in Yucatan, ea«.h with a mili¬
tary or naval force, or both, in my opinion we would find our¬
selves in a position from which to extricate us without a rup¬ture of peaceful relations would demand more wisdom and
moderation than I am prepared to concede to the present Ad¬ministration. There must be imminent danger of conflict
when three such Powers meet in pursuit of an object which
hut one can obtain. When we shall meet two of the old
Powers of Europe under such circumstances ; if the same am¬
bitious desire of acquisition which influences us stimulates
them, can the question which will arise be discussed, or (he
plunder be disposed of, without a rupture among the>parties ?
If the doctrines of Mr. Monroe, as expounded by the Presi¬
dent, are to be enforced as the established policy of the coun¬
try, we shall be fortunate if we do not find ourselves arrayedin war against Mexico, England, and Spain. Why should
we rush into such folly, and disregard the manifold blessingswhich an indulgent Providence has in store for us ? The
Senator from Michigan would.say, perhaps, if in his seat, that
this arrival of Spanish and British aid at Yucatan was the re¬
sult of the action of the colonies of Cuba and Jamaica, and
not direct assistance from thoje two great Powers themselves.But suppose Great Britain and Spain.as they will do, I
think .sanction tbe action of their colonies, as they have an
undoubted right to do, because these troops are furnished on
the assumption that their Governments will approve of the
measure. If this should occur, then it behooves the Senate
of the United States to consider what it does, when it propo¬
ses to send troops into Yucatan, and to reflect upon and weighwell the consequences that may probably result from such a
course of policy. It is hinted, and pretty broadly asserted,without any proof, however, that the English furnish these
Indians with arms and ammunition, ami that they are thus
encouraging the rebellion. Now, this same commissioner
who brings this ease before us for consideration makes a verysingular declaration in one of his despatches. He says that
they (the Yucatanese) could easily and cheaply have boughtthe arms they wanted of the English at Belize, but they pre¬ferred to obtain them from the United States. According to
this statement, then, sir, these very people who are said to be
encouraging this rebellion by placing arms in the hands of the
Indians to prosecute this war are at the same time willing to
sell urms cheaply and-f<eely to the other party. Could there
be a more striking proof of the fact that all these statements
about arms mean nothing more than that either of these par¬ties who choose to purchase at Belize can do so if they have
the means > If there were any such sinister purjwse as has
been suggested, if the English were anxious to strengthen and
arm these Indians in order to overthrow or exterminate the
whites, surely they would not be l'ound selling arms and am¬
munition to the very men whom they wished to put down.
The President of the United States, in his message to us

advertingjo the doctrine advanced in 1823 by Mr. Monroe,then the President of the United States, has taken occasion
twice or three times, in the course of that message, to say that
he considered this doctrine recognised by him in his annual
menage the year before last to be the established policy of the
United States. He has not condescended to shadow forth
the interpretation which in practice ho would give to that po¬licy, nor to state by what acts or opinions of this Government,expressed in the forms of tbe constitution, it has received such
sanction as to authorize the declaration that it is our establish-
ed policy. The Senator from Michigan, who is very apt to
»ee things through the Executive medium, while he approvesof the declaration of Mr. Monroe, does not consider it to be
the established policy of the country; but liis whole argumentis but a commentary carrying out this text. Mr. President, 1
should be glad to notice in a sui'.aMe way this declaration, and
the construction given to it, but I have not the power left
which is requisite for that purpose. It must suffice for me to
remark that it has become in the minds of such as adopt it an
authority justifying any and all schemes of aggression or am¬
bition, under the assumed pretension that we have a right so
fnr to regulate the affairs of this continent as to determine
who shall hold sovereignty here, and under what form of go¬
vern ent. This declaration was arrayed against the settle¬
ment of the Oregon question. It is now to be maintained
against any European Power which may attempt to acquireterritory any where in this vast new world. \ ucatan has
offered her sovereignty to England on the same terms uponwbich she has proffered it to us ; suppose England avails her¬
self of it, and becomes the purchaser of the country, or sup-
pose Yueatau or any other State voluntarily delivers itself over
to England to be governed by her authority, then, according
to the views of the President, we not only have the right, but
are bound by an established policy, to interfere and expelEngland, because we deny her light to colonise upon this
continent. We who traffic in nations, and when we cannot
buy conquer them to make acquisitions, have a monopoly, a

patent right to this peculiar trade, and hold the right to re¬
strain others from engaging in it. Yucatan may sell heraelf,
hut we alone have the right to purchase. If England enters
Yucatan under the invitation of its Government, upon the
assumption that she too has a right to trade in sovereignties,and we, denying this right, meet her there, how is a rupture
to be avoided ' If we stay away we may I* content wilh a
war of words, hot if armed forces meet, and ours is, as it
must be, under tbe command of the President, how can he
avoid carrying out what he avows to be our established
policy '

Mr. President, can any reasoning illustrate more satisfacto¬
rily, not only the folly but the peril of aasuming toward
othera such a posture as the President assigns to us ' No
Administration, down to the present, ever thought of giving
such a construction to this declaration. We have in no in¬
stance interfered with or objected to the arrangements of other
nstions.

Mr. President, I feel confident that there must be some
misapprehension about the opinions of the President now, or
his sentiments have undergone some change. He took part
as a member of tbe House of Representatives, in a great de-
hate upon tbe Panama mission, some twenty years ago.

In that debate, as gentlemen will find by consulting the
speeches then delivered, this declaration of Mr. Monroe occu¬
pied a large ahare of the attention of the members, who criti¬
cised it very freely, and I recollect very well listening to the
President among others at various times upon that subject.
But I shall not tiust my memory in this respect. What I
wish to draw tbe attention of the Senate to ia thia, that if Se¬
nators now give a fair interpretation to tbe declaration of Mr.
Monroe, and do not strain the principle which he is said to
have avowed, and the President concurs in these sentiments,
he has very much chsnged his own opinion since the period
of thst debste. I do not sssert that he has changed his opin¬
ions, but lesve it for every gentleman who hears me to com¬
pare the views he then put forth with thoss now before os,
and judge for himself. A little explanation may be useful to
make the then existing *tate of things understood. What,
tbrn, was the cause of that discussion ' I will briefly answer
thst, sccording to my recollection, it was this: some seven
or eight republics had suddenly sprung into existence, having
thrown off the colonial bondage of Spain, and established free
popular sovereignties for themselves. There was a strong
sympathy, a kindly feeling far these States by us i we were
snxious to encoursge and counttaance them as far as was
consistent with our own safety, snd the rights of others.
They believing it to be important to them to have a harmo¬
nious understanding, not only among themselves, but with
us, invited the United States to meet them at Panama in a
Congress representing the sovereignties of this continent.
The de«ign was, that each Government should be represented
by one or more diplomatic agents, and if any thing was agreed
upon, it shook! not he binding uulrss sanctioned 17 the treaty
making powers of the parties.
They were to meet, ns was caiJ, to commune, confer, and

consult upon great question* relating to the advancement,
elevation, and improvement of oor race. None but mora)
means were thought of. Military force, sworda, and bayonets
were not to be employed to propagate their principles or to
enforce their reasoning.a!) wrvs pacific, and all principles
were t» find their wsy, not by tbe aid of force, but throughconviction. It was believed they woull consult as to the best
and most successful rresns of enlightening the human mind,
and strengthening its moral tons, and thus give just support
to free principles « that lh»y would consider the vast import¬
ance of toleration in religion, and of separating Chris'ianityfrom the corrupting influences of civil power. It waathought,
too, that international law would not escape their attention,
and it was hoped, among other things, that they would do
something for the freedom of the seaa by establishing the
principle that free ships should make free goods. It was be¬
lieved, moreover, thst they would recommend improvementsin commercial intercourse, which would promote trade by Re¬
moving msny obstscles, and prove mutually beneficial, byincreasing mutual interests and uniting all in stronger bonds
of friendship. And further, Mr. President, as it was known
that these republics which were then at war with Spain, me¬
ditated an invasion of Cuba, for the purpose of wresting it from
the dominion of that kingdom, it was confidently believed thst
this matter would not only be considered, but thst tbe plan of
invasion would be abandoned and Cuba be left a colony of
Spain.

These, Mr. President, were some of the topics which it

believed would engage the attention of this Congress of na¬

tions : and I might no doubt add that they would probably
consider whether tbe Holy Alliance was such a combination
as would demand on their' part any wuntwvsihng mflwmc*
of the free governments. The President of Ihe t mted States


